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INTRODUCTION . « e 


Germans living in the U.S. Zone and in Berlin were recently asked 

to compare the freedoms existing in Amzon Germany with those in 
other Europeen countries. In March 1948, ICD Opinion Surveys 
interviowed a cross section of over 3500 Germans living in the 

U.S. Zone and in the three western sectors of Berlin. Inter- 

views were conducted by trained German interrogators working under 
the supervision of American surveys officers. Berlin results are 
reported independently. (A detailed description of the methods used 
is attached to this report.) 


SUMMARY eo e8@ @ 


1. Hoelf of the Amzon and Berlin residents say that they feel 
sccure from police interference, and are sufficiently free 
to express their opinions ... choose thelr jobs ... vote in 
a fair election, and owm a business. 


2. Of those who helicve these rights are not satisfactorily secured 
(40%), more fcol that they cannot work at any job they choose 
than feel restricted in the other rights mentioned, 


3. Optimism that the future will bring greater freedom is found 
among half of the Amzon people dissatisfied today and over 
three-fourths of the dissatisficd Berliners, 


4, Asked which two frecdoms are most important, nine out of ten 
name one or more of the political freedoms, and six out of 
ten choose one or more of the cconomic frecdomss 


6, Thrcee~fourths of the Germans say that the Russians are not 
free to express their opinions without fear of punishment. 
Over half think this is also true of the Cacchs. Scven out 
of tun say the people in Russia are unable to vote in fair 
and free clections, and o8 many say they cannot om a private 
businogé. 


6. Considerably more of the well educated people than those 
poorly educated in Amzon and Berlin are dissetisfied with the 
amount of freedom they have. Also this group is almost 
unanimous in its criticism of the rights available in Russia, 
with almost as large a number mentioning restrictions in 
Czechoslovakia. | 
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Half are Satisfied With Amount of Freedom .. . 


When asked if they felt they hud five rights and frecdoms ... 
protection from the police ... right to express their opinions ... 
choose a job «see votw in an election, and own a business, half 

of the Amzon and Berlin public answered thyt they had 211 five 


rights to a sntisfactory degree. 


he four out of 10 who felt that they did not have all these 


rights to a satisfactory dogrce 
not have. 
to_ work at any job you choose." 
concern was about free speech. 
"freedom of clections." 


were asked which rights thcy did 


The largest number of those interviewed named "the right 


In AMZON, the next most frequent 
In Berlin, a sizeable number mentioned 


Ne taka iC ahetinsa eA is rade nie Nei a alist 


"Are there any things on this card thot the people in this 
(Zone) Gector) do not have today to no satisfactory degree?" 


Amzon Berlin 
Yes 40% 4.4%, 
No 51 54 
Undacidcad teh lak Q 

100% 100% 


(IF YES) "Which of ‘these rights don't you have to a 
satisfnetory degree?" 


A. 


E. 


Amzon | Berlin 

The right to express your 
Opinion freely without fear of 
punishment. 7. 16% 13% 
The right to work at any job 
you choose. 28 31 
Protection from unreasonable 
interfcrence by the police, 6 8 
The right to vote in a fair and 
free tloction to decide who shall 
govern the country. 8 15 
The right to om a private business .6 So» ls 

baht 759 


*Percentages add to more than the number answering "Yes," 
because some people mentioned more than one freedom. 
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Eduentecd More Critical . » 


More well-educated people than those poorly schooled think that 
certain freedoms are lacking in ANZON ond Berlin ... 69% of those 
with 12 years or more cducation a3 compared to 36% of those with 

8 years or less schooling say that they do not have certain rights 
to a satisfactory degree, ag 


"Are there any things on this card that the people in 
this (Zonc) (Sector) do not have today to a satisfactory 


degree?" 
yes No Undecided 
Fducation 
8 years or less ~ 36% = 5 AF 12 = 100% 
9~ 11 years 49 49 ie 
le years or more 69 31 - 


The following table demonstrates that highly educated people, 
those preferring LDP and DVP and KPD, as well as evacuees 
significantly more often than other groups feel that one 

or more rights are restricted, 


Those who say they do not have toa 
satisfactory degree the right of ee. 


Free Chcice of Protection Free Private 
' Speech _ Work from Police Ele ction Enterprise 


Education 
8 years or less’ 14% 26% 5% 7% 5% soe 57% 
9-11 years Re 34 eg 10 9 seo G1% 
12 yoars & more 28 48 10 16 uN Lai yet aloe 
OLA.) oferongg 
sg ES 10 BL 6 6 7 os 08% 
KPD RQ) 46 £0 PA) 17) ove LEORINE 
cpu/osu 12 RB 8 7 4 siv 5R% 
LDP/DVP 25 34 6 8 Bice Ble 
No party 17 28 4 8 6 pes 83; 
No opinion 13 R2 5 tf RB «it 49% 
Status in Comunity 
Evacuce from Eastern, 
countries 12 84 8 10 6 ssa 65% 
Evacuee from German 
citics 27 38 6 ff i Diae ts B7% 
"Natives"! 16 26 6 7 et ee yn 60% 


#Porcontages add up to moro than tho por cont saying thet rights do not 
oxdet to n aatlefuctory dogroe, because somo people said that more than | 


ono frovdom was lacking j 


MIKPD figures should be intorpreted’ with caution, ad they aro based on a ° 
small number of cased. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/germansassaythei0Ounse 
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Optimistic about the Miture eae Tr p 
Those who fool that their rights are presently restrictcd were 
eehaa if they expected greatur fruedom in ten years. Of this group, 


a good mijority in the AMZON are optimistic that the future will 


bring increased freedom. 


More Berliners oré optimistic. Three-fourths of those questioned 
think that in the next decade they con work at any job they 
choose ... vote in a fair and free election ... and own a private 


business. 
"Do you believe that the people in this 
Zone (Sector) will have the following 
rights within the noxt ten years to a 
satisfactory degrce?" 
 Amzon Berlin 
A. The right to oxpress Yes 54% 66% 
their opinion frecly No 26 e7 
without fear of  - Undecided 20 fy 
punishment. 100% 100% 
B, The right to work at Yes 64% 74% 
any job they choose No 20 Ee? 
Undecided _13 4 
100% 100% 
C. Protection from un= Yes 59% 61% 
reasonable inter No 20 ; 26 
forence by the police Undecided _16 13 
100% 100% 
D. The right to vote in Yes 55% 76% 
a fair and free elect—No 24 20 
ion to decide who Undecided _el 4 
shell govern tho 100% - 100% 
country 
E, The right to oma Yes 66% 76% 
private business No 18 24 
: Undecided _16 - 
100% + 100% 


Political frovdoms Most Important . . . 


Asked which of the two aforemonbicnud Pegs se il, were most important, 
Gurman people chvwoge free spoveh ond e oec tions. org oft often ton 
the rithh o choose thee ow SOTO ET 

yr to be probocted fon unrerson ube intorl uronee oi ‘tho SCT 


Borlin places greater Importance than AMZON on political freedoms 
and, as a corollary, considcréthe right to ow a private business 
luss important. This question was asked: 


WWild you tell me which two points (of tho’ 
following) you consider to bo most important? 


) 


AMZON’ Berlin 


Free spvech 55% 6e% 
Freedom to choose work ‘ 41 43 

Protection from pollce 8 13, 

Free elortions 51 60 
Private enterprise 25 12 

Undecided 10 3 


‘*Same list as preceding questicn. 


io i 
w fia ; 


: : - a 7 a 
ore Me aya . Se 


ac 
ae, 


7 


ad 


: r an - 
\ . 1 i = oer fer a 
-_ 2 
7 as '§ ad i afr 
ant «< — = » “rT 7 
* 7 ‘ a 


>. ¢ al) 
re a ae ; 


4.¢ 08 itr a 
bi bib ind Ohi ie ly Solt-aapel ’ ae ae 
i ai 7 t r i tu, 24. fo As eee why oa ion 


a Loe tS qe e' ae ees fi ; ye aah hahaa ghee 


_ 


a an te ; es > ee ied a 


i? i wheal: gly wat we nhteud 9 
et o alt Yippee iia wilh. Hi @ ugh 1 
hg 7 5 ft wT ro a Pro) wept 


' cnr a4 2 
ae Pe he 


! if 
‘ 4 i As 
. ? f} Pe | 4 
* 7 1 
i wet Los ie ies. ; was ag? ; he 
(ih a “a w ta. ‘ chet =e 
‘ bicgtill .. tian "AT i piers A om 
, | Svante 15 
4 yi hua ot AS ott a - 
wiovdirge®, ee Re a7 
" , “A 
| Fj f c : : 
Th if eT ae Be rot a 
; pit rl: niin t. pe" ; 
. QJ , poh Wap gd week Yh abate ee Vi 
) 4 Sry: ad 
eel Al Soh of #a ins tl 
Pool ath ie Tae q L 
4 in ; bys wl tal (t@ &i jibe Wy Of ‘nee. Pay 7 ry 
Pe h cit fo ravig sinute"y, se We F 
aha ne 
sai vel ae; Sole ott: + iz = 
bt Mi Te ih Hats ta), ay 
a. o9b)} wily?) Bh 
a i a aay ; : 
a 
s ’ Ayes, oa & ik ot Py ni siatn 
? Print ; rit ot yoru? one er, “* teak i cat's dd bs astise. 
‘ : a cA 
he a aa : pong WC sel ase i aed - wi J : 7 ie! pam e' 
Pw Se | wa 1.4 a as ome a afew a 
are bie AOS rat (= Coes oa re ews hea 


stantoot:s DO Mile. ge i LA. nae Keyiliodn Pal ur 
eet! pmsl igv ig ; mye o aigey, Ais aie 


ee noo wai 
4? ‘o). See a P 
ers. vy - iake vit 


ait abet ddd ees 
wv , hy bbs Dee aos 


ae Hy Lene b> ld od Oh rgyet ares phere ey a ec renteeetient mire 


Analysis of the kind of right chosen by these having opinions on 
the question shows that over half -52%» select one political and. 
One economic freedom. Three out of ten (32%) name two political 
freedoms as being most important, as compared to 8% selecting two 
economic freedoms. 


Nine out of ten of those interviewed choose either free speech or 
free elections ..«. or both ... as the most important freedoms from 


the list of five. Six out of ten name one or both of the economic 
freedoms ~ the right to pick one!s job, and the right to own a 
private business.* Answers grouped according to which two freedoms 
people select as the most important are shown in the following 
tables , 


"Will you tell me which ‘two points 
you consider to be most important? +t 


Choose at least ono Choose at leust one 


Political Froedom_. | Economic Freedom 
' 1. Political Freedom 


BES iV cece cacdidiscccstrde speech 
Free eloctions 


2. Political & Economic Freedom | 
COre aia b8S sag 0:0 6b ocd bebeLTOe BPOOCHs saree ocegedeseesads Le 
gee Choice of work ys He 


BasvevrccdesesccacecseelTEC SPOCCHeevececccecccessevened 

Private enterprise Paes § ee 
Llacrdsdcceecccisocccseoe free electionisssssssicbbsibe sed? 
Wy Choice of work 


Fae ebeccdicosvoscceseceelree CLECTLIONSs cocggecdcccscseocel 
Private enterprise 


3, Protection from Police 


Bevoveddevvvcsccccnespetres speech 
Protection from police 


Qiwdesdcicedddstssinere FYOS elections 
' Protection from police 


Choice of WOT Fic ecahacisecoese 
Protection from police Ne 


Private entorprise,.i.cssisiedesld 
Protection from police — 


4, Economic Freedom 
Choice of WOLK, gesveesseeseeeeesd 
Private enterprise Cie ink 
89% 63% 


os ee —- = = 


*Some list as preceding question. 


#* Although the German people consider specific political freedoms 
more important than specific economic freedoms, this does not mean 
that they consider civil liberties more important than economic 
.security. When asked what they would do if they had to choose 
between a government which guaranteed economic security and one 
which guaranteed free speech, elections and freedom of religion, 
six out of ten Amzon residents take economic security. 
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Education Makes a Difference se .» 


Well educated people, those in a high socio-economic group and pro« 
fessional people - but not businessmen - are considerably more likely 
than their counter~part groups to consider free speech and free 
elections as the two most important freedoms. , 


2 3 4 
Political Political & Protection Economic 
Freedom Economic from freedom 


Freedom ; Police 


Education ; 
12 years & more 40% 44% 10% - 6%. «100% 
9-11 years 34 49 i 10 
8 years 33 50 Poet 9. 
7 years or less ; 24 56 9 ref 
Socio-economic, group 
Middle riot 36 49 5 7 
Upper lower 20 52 9 9 
Lower lower 24 57 iy 12 
Qocupation . 
Professional an 33 11 5 
Businessmen 19° 35 29 LO 
White collar 40 46 5 9 
Skilled workers a5 49 3) 8 
Somi.-skilled 0) 54 10 6 
Unskilled a7 59 6 8 
Farmers 22 57 8 13 
Sex 
Men 34 49 9 8 
Women 28 54 8 10 


*figures for "Businessmen" ghould be interpreted with caution os they 
are based on a small number of cascs,. 


Little Frecdom in Russia und Czechoslovakin . . . 


Though the German peoplo think they are restricted in certain rights, 
they believe they are much better off in, this regard than tho Russians 
or the Czxzchs. 


Thrve-fcourths of the Anzon residents think that the people in Russia 
are not free to express their opinions without fear of punishment. 
Over half (56%) think this is nlso true in Czechoslovokia.* 


It is significent, however, that as few as 1% in Amzon and 4% in Berlin 
think that the people in Argentina do not have the right to speak as 
freely na they should. 


Seven out of 10 say the Russians are unable to vote in fair and free 
elections, and as many say they are unable to own a private business. 
Almost half of the Amzon population say that the Czechoslovakians do 
not have free elcctions, and three out of 10 say the Czechs cannot own a 


business. ' \ 


*Survey was made after tho Communist Coup in Czechoslovakia. 
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Freedom in other countries . e« .e 


Those interviewed were given a card listing 12 countrics, and were 
asked if any of these countries, did not grant the people certain 
rights to a satisfactory degree, As the following table demonstrates, 
the only countries frequently mentioned as lacking rights were Russia, 
Czechoslovakia ond Italy. 


From this, one assumes that the Germans think that, by and large, free 
speech, free clections and free enterprise exist in the United States, 
France, Argentina, England, Mexico, Brazil, Switzerland, Sweden and 
Canada. 


"Are there any of these countries, in which the people 
do not have to a satisfactory degree the right oe. 


"to express their "to vote in a "to own a private 
opinion without . foir and froe business?" 
fear of punishment?" election to 

decide who shall 


govern the 
country?" 
Amzon Berlin Arizon Berlin Amzon Berlin 

Yes 81% 83% 72% 73% 71% 76% 

No 4 9g 6 14 6 la 

Undecided 15 8 ee 13 25 13 

(If "Yes": In which countrics?) 

-Russia PEE ci 70% 68% 69% 69% 74% 
Czcchoslovakia 656 57 48 47 él ‘7 
Italy age A 6 Le 2 4, 
France 2 Spe 4 4 ~ fed 
Argontina a 4, uF a - ~ 
United States al - ~ - - - 
England - uF - uh ~ - 
Mexico -~ al ml, i. - - 
Brazil - 1 - ae - - 
Switzerland - ig, ~ sd od me 
Sweden - - Os a as 
Canada. a a a a o% im: 
Don't know ete a 1 < - = he 
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Well Educated Most Critical of Russia... 


Well educated people are almost wianimous in saying thot free speech 
does not exist to a satisfactory degree in some countries ... 

7% answer thus, as compared to 78% of those with 8 years or less 
schowling. Sdwdlarly, many inore of those with 12 years ox more 
education aay that oortain countries do net havo fruu clootions or 
froe entorprise,. 


Nine out of ten (86%) of the well educated but only half of those 
with little cducation say that the people in Czechoslovakia can not 
express their opinions freely. 


% saying thot the Czechoslovakians do not have eee 
Free speech Free elections Private entcrprise 


Education is 

12 years & more 86% 81% _ 59% 
9 - 11 years 75 66 , 41 
8 years and less 51 47 28 
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How Opinion Surveys Are Made 


Regular reports arc/inade of attitude surveys conducted by 
Information Control Division's Opinion Surveys Seetion. A short 
roviow is presented hero of the stops taken to oneure rclirble 

ond scientifically accurate reports by this Section, Operations 
at various stages aru conducted by specially trained German intor- 
viewers, by responsible and experienced Amorienn ficld officers, 
by technienl sxpsrts -- both German and jimerican -- in the Head= 
Quarters office. Repcrts are finully written by professionally 
trained American onalysts. 


The basic steps in conducting » study are as follows: 


1. Tho questionnaire is prepnrod in consultation with Division 
ov Brinch heeds who oro moat closely concorned with the problom 
undor investigation. Tho studies are usuully designed to produce 
ovidancs which bs zonv-widy in dita impliention. But spoainl 
soynaonts of tho population or spovelil eroas aro alsa studiod on 


occasion. 


2e Tho muostionnairc is preetestud. That is, tho quostions aro 

tried out on sm.ll groups of Gormins to detormine whether thoy 2re 
motningful’ and understandably to tho wide varicty of trpos of Gormans 
to bo studicd,. 


3. Tho sapplo to bo survoyved is keyed in with the design of the 
study. The number of pzoplo to be intorviowod, and proeudures to 

‘ onsure that those antorviewed form 1 reprosentativo mininturo of 
all the people undor consideration, sro tocnnically determined. 

: For régular zonal studivs, reprosentativo samples of rosidents in 
225 cities, tovms and villages wore interviowd. Togothor these 
interviews of 30CO0 people form o composite picture of tho adult 
population (18 yonrs old or more) of tho .mordean Zone. In 
addition, 500 people intorvicwod in Berlin make up 2. crogs-sc'ction 
of the adults living in tho British, French and Amoriesn sectors 


of the city. 


4e Intorvicws are conducted in the homes of tho scientifically 
st¢lected rospondents. Appointments aru mde for tho interviewors 
to call ct tho horgs to moct particular respondunts, If the 
appointment is not kept in the first instanco, to, or cven three 
coll-backs cre inndo to find the selected perscn. absolute anonym- 
ity is assured each interviewee. On tho average, intcrvicwa take 
about on» hour to completa. Rapport betweon intorviowor and the 
person being questioned gocs far in obtaining frank responses 

but internal consistency within the interviews ind other checks are 
examined for evidence abcut the openess of the respondents. 


5. Canstant supervision of the intorvicworg, careful and detailee 
bracfing of their work assignments, are provided ¥cfore and during 
oach stage of tho field work by tho American ficld officcrs. 


6. Tho questionnaires arc assembled in the Hondquerters office © 
and aro processed to punch cards for machino tabulation. - snclysis- 
of such tebulations involves comparison of the rosults of questicning 
various groups of’ people, such 2s men and women, young and old, the 


well~oducated and poorly educated, otc. In cdditicn, roplics to 


one question arc cross-tcbulated with roplies to othor questions. 


Spoaialists dn opinion rescarch analysis write the final repowts. 
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